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Gilbert, Richard and Sovandy Hang (2004). 
Cambodian for Beginners.  
Paiboon Publishing (Bangkok).  290p.

BEST PRICE: Publisher US$35.00 book & CD 

Audio: voice speed: good / sound quality: 8 of 10

Cambodian for Beginners - Second Edition: Designed for either self-study or classroom use. 
Teaches all four language skills: speaking,listening (when used in conjunction with the CDs), 
reading and writing. Offers clear, easy, step-by-step instruction building on what has been 
previously taught. Lots of exercises and useful phrases. Three CDs follow along with lessons in the 

book.

http://www.paiboonpublishing.com/details.php?prodId=41
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Headley Jr., Robert K. and Rath Chim (1999). 
Cambodian Advanced Transcription Course. 
Foreign Service Institute Language Courses. Multilingual Books. p.481

Publisher price: book US$135.00 audio: US$29.00 

The purpose of this course is to provide practice in aural comprehension and transcription of 
relatively difficult Cambodian material. It is expected that candidates for this course have 
successfully completed a basic Cambodian course, specifically the Dunwoody Press Cambodian 
Intensive Basic Course, and have had some additional experience in listening to and using the 
spoken language. The course begins with fairly easy material and progresses to Level 3 and 3+ 
material. The material has been selected from Cambodian radio news broadcasts, interviews, and 
commentaries as well as from studio recordings of conversations on a variety of topics. The style 
of language varies from carefully enunciated Standard Cambodian to the colloquial spoken 
language and includes royal and religious vocabulary. There are a total of 36 main selections, a 
short glossary of new or difficult forms, notes, exercises, and 15 graded supplemental lessons to 
provide the instructor with additional level 2, 3, and level 3 + to 4 materials. The exercises may 
involve filling in the correct Cambodian word in a skeletonized version of the selection, transcribing 
all or a portion of the selection, answering questions about the selection, and composing 
sentences or short paragraphs in Cambodian

Amazon Customer Review
  

2.0 out of 5 stars somewhat overpriced, August 11, 2009  By W Boudville

Perhaps the demand for written Cambodian expertise is low in the US? Because otherwise why is 
this set of 2 books valued at $135? There are no fancy graphics. In fact, there appear to be no 
figures at all. Just plain text.

The material, at least in English, has excerpts from various topics likely to be encountered by a 
translator. These include politics and social issues. The intersection of these are excerpts on the 
royal family and their role in the national government. 

http://www.dunwoodypress.com/products/-/29
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Huffman, Franklin E. (1970).
Modern Spoken Cambodian 
(Yale Linguistic series) New Haven and London, Yale University Press.  p.480 (oversized)

BEST PRICE: book:  public domain online or Spoken Language Servies, Inc.  US$25
                    audio: public domain online  or Spoken Language Servies, Inc.  US$105

A brief narrative description of the journal article, document, or resource.The aim of this volume is 
to provide the student with a thorough command of the basic structures of standard spoken 
Cambodian. The course is based on the audio-oral method of language teaching developed by the 
Intensive Language Program of the American Council of Learned Societies and used successfully 
during World War II, but modified to take into account advances in language teaching techniques 
since that time. The course consists of one unit of pronunciation drills, 25 dialogue units, and five 
review units. If a native speaker is unavailable to the student, tapes of the dialogue and 
comprehension sections of each lesson can be purchased at cost from the Foreign Language 
Laboratory at Yale University. The book is designed for use concurrently with the author's 
"Cambodian System of Writing and Beginning Reader" in an intensive or semi-intensive beginning 
course. (See AL 002 331.) (Author/AMM)

http://pro.spidergraphics.com/spo/spo_START.taf?_function=list&catID=12
http://www.cls.yale.edu/cambodian/
http://pro.spidergraphics.com/spo/spo_START.taf?_function=list&catID=12
http://spokencambodian.110mb.com/
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED042158&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=no&accno=ED042158
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Huffman, Franklin E. (1970). 
Cambodian System of Writing and Beginning Reader, with Drills and Glossary
 (Yale Linguistic series), with the assistance of Chhom-Rak Thong Lambert and Im Proum, New 
Haven London, Yale University Press. p.50

public domain online

Huffman & Proum's Cambodian System of Writing was first published in 1970 -- and, to this day, 
there is no substitute for it.

http://pratyeka.org/csw/hlp-csw.pdf
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Huffman, Franklin E. (1972). 
Intermediate Cambodian Reader
(Yale Linguistic series), assistance of Im Proum, New Haven  London, Yale University Press. p.502

Best price: Amazon US$42.00

This book is a sequel to the author’s Cambodian System of Writing and Beginning Reader, 
published by the Yale University Press in 1970.  It is intended to develop the student’s ability to the 
point of reading unedited Cambodian texts with the aid of a dictionary. 
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Jacob, Judith (1968, and 1996).
Introduction to Cambodian.
London, Oxford University Press. p.360

Best price  (used): Amazon US$45.00

Originally published in 1968 and here reprinted with corrections, this complete introduction to 
spoken and written Cambodian can also be used as a comprehensive guide to grammar and 
usage. It includes a phonetic description of the language's sounds, for those with phonetic 
training, and for others, a series of comparisons with English and French. Gathered chiefly in 
Cambodia, the material can be followed entirely in transcription, or worked through in the 
orthography, and includes exercises and a full vocabulary.

No text or photo available
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Kem Sos, Lim Hak Kheang, and Ehrman, Madeline (1976). 
Contemporary Cambodian: Introduction. 
Foreign Service Institute basic course series.
Lim Hak Kheang and Purtle, Dale (1972). 
p.670

public domain online

A brief narrative description of the journal article, document, or resource.This volume comprises 
the basic module of "Contemporary Cambodian." There are 60 lessons, each of which contains a 
dialogue, drills, and a list of the words introduced in that lesson. In the first 30 lessons, the 
dialogue and drills are written in a romanized transcription, and the dialogue is written a second 
time in Cambodian script in order that beginning students can practice reading. Lessons contain 
reading passages using vocabulary introduced in that and preceding lessons. Cambodian script is 
used beginning with lesson 31. Forty-five lessons cover general topics including food, visiting the 
doctor, and transportation. The final 15 lessons treat military topics. A series of comprehensive 
questions for each lesson and a glossary are included. (Author/RL)

http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/contentdelivery/servlet/ERICServlet?accno=ED074819
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Contemporary Cambodian: Introduction. 
Madeline Ehrman and Kem Sos. 
Foreign Service Institute basic course series. 
p.669

public domain online

http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/Home.portal?_nfpb=true&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=%22Ehrman+Madeline+E.%22&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=au&_pageLabel=RecordDetails&objectId=0900019b800177d9&accno=ED066094&_nfls=false
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Noss, Richard B. and Im Proum (1966). 
Cambodian Basic Course with the assistance of Dale I. Purtle and Someth Suos. 
Foreign Service Institute basic course series.

BEST PRICE: public domain - Free Download  PDF & Audio files
(Many people repackage this and sell at very high prices)

Audio: voice speed: fast / sound quality: 7 of 10

Note: learning through repetition, vintage course from 1966

A brief narrative description of the journal article, document, or resource.This Basic Course 
attempts to provide samples of two different Cambodian dialects--Standard Cambodian, the 
approved speech style of public education and mass communication, and the dialect of Phnom 
Penh. The material is arranged in groups of five units with a common theme. The first four units of 
each sequence are based on Dialogs, usually in the Phnom Penh dialect, and the fifth is based on a 
Narration, in Standard Cambodian, which reviews the immediately preceding subject matter. The 
text for Units 1-20 is entirely in standard style. From Unit 21 on, most of the text is given in Phnom 
Penh dialect (except for the Narrations), but a parallel Standard version of each Dialog is provided 
in the Dialog for Comprehension. Vocabulary lists include both forms wherever there is a 
difference. A typical unit includes a Dialog or Narration, cultural and grammatical notes, and 
extensive pattern drills. All Cambodian material is written in phonemic transcription. See AL 002 
470 for Volume Two. Tape recordings for both volumes are available from the Sales Branch, 
National Audio Visual Center (GSA), Washington, D.C. 20409. (Author/JD)

http://www.fsi-language-courses.com/Cambodian.aspx
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William Patterson, Robert K. Headley Jr., Rath Chim, Ok Soeum, Kobkan Thangpijaigul (1998). 
Cambodian Intensive Basic Course (5 Volumes). 
Foreign Service Institute Language Courses. Multilingual Books.
p. 2,175

ISBN: 1-881265-56-0 

List Price: US$248.00

This is a five-volume, self-contained course with optional accompanying audio cassettes 
programmed to take a beginning student to Level 3 (minimum professional fluency) in about thirty 
weeks. The teaching methodology is based on the model used by the Defense Language Institute; 
the course is designed to be taught by a native speaker. The language is Standard Cambodian 
throughout. There are one hundred dialogue lessons, forty reading lessons, a script workbook, and 
supplemental dictations. Each dialogue lesson consists of a Cambodian dialogue and English 
translation, new vocabulary, pattern sentences, notes, and a recombination dialogue which uses 
the vocabulary in different ways. Volume 3 contains a glossary of the words introduced in the 
course. (This publication will be sold as a complete set only.)
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Sak-Humphry, Chhany (2002). 
Communicating in Khmer: An Interactive Intermediate Level Khmer Course
(CDs and Manuals 1 and 2). Honolulu, Hawaii.

 
First Year Language Materials (Book and CD, focus on reading and writing for beginners )
• Communicating in Khmer: Reading and Writing for Beginners.
Language Textbook (264 pages) and CD-ROM (Interactive, Multimedia, Language Teaching/Learning). Honolulu, Hawai'i, 
2005.
   
Second Year Language Materials (Books and CDs, focus on reading and writing for intermediate-level language learners)
• Communicating in Khmer: An Interactive Intermediate-Level Khmer Course.
Language Textbooks 1 (188 pages) & 2 (186 pages), and CD-ROMs 1 & 2 (Interactive, Multimedia, Language 
Teaching/Learning). Honolulu, Hawai'i, 2003.

To order or inquire for more information, please contact Dr. Chhany Sak-Humphry at 
sak@hawaii.edu.

mailto:sak@hawaii.edu
http://www.hawaii.edu/khmer/OrderAd.html
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Smith, Frank (c. 2004, 2008). 
Kamlang Phiasaa: Khmer Language Heritage Textbook
Self-published.
p.350

Textbook and DVD US$70.00

Audio Quality: 7 of 10

These textbooks are based on 12 summers worth of my experience 
teaching in and designing the Khmer language program at SEASSI. 
These are also the textbooks used in teaching Khmer at the University 
of California-Berkeley. They form a multimedia foundation for 
communicative, content-based classroom activities by which to learn 
Khmer language. The various ways of presenting information in these 
books, the choice of vocabulary and phrases, and the explanations 
have evolved over the years in response to student requests and 
teacher perceptions of student needs.

http://www.seassi.wisc.edu/
http://www.studykhmer.com/textbooks/heritage.html
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Smith, Frank (c. 2004, 2008). 
Muk Khmae: Khmer Beginning Textbook
Self-published.
p.350

Textbook and DVD US$70.00

Audio Quality: 7 of 10

These textbooks are based on 12 summers worth of 
my experience teaching in and designing the Khmer 
language program at SEASSI. These are also the 
textbooks used in teaching Khmer at the University of 
California-Berkeley. They form a multimedia 
foundation for communicative, content-based 
classroom activities by which to learn Khmer 
language. The various ways of presenting information in these books, the choice of vocabulary and 
phrases, and the explanations have evolved over the years in response to student requests and 
teacher perceptions of student needs.

                

http://www.seassi.wisc.edu/
http://www.studykhmer.com/textbooks/beginning.html
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Smyth, David (1995, 2008).
Colloquial Cambodian: The Complete Language Course for 
Beginners.
Routledge (UK). p.224 & 2 CDs

Best Price; Amazon US$62.00 (book & CD) Also available at 
Austin Public Library

Audio: 9 of 10

Colloquial Cambodian is easy to use and a necessary guide 
that is specially written by experienced teachers for self-study 
or class use. The course offers you a step-by-step approach to 
written and spoken Cambodian and no prior knowledge of the 
language is required.

What makes Colloquial Cambodian your best choice in personal language learning?
* interactive - lots of dialogues and exercises for regular practice
* clear - concise grammar notes
* practical - useful vocabulary and pronunciation guide
* complete - including answer key and special reference section

By the end of this rewarding course you will be able to communicate confidently and effectively in 
a broad range of situations. 


